Okotoks & District Fish & Game Association
General Meeting Minutes

Date: May 7, 2025

Time: 7:05 PM - 9:30 PM

Location: Okotoks

1. Opening & Housekeeping

e Call to Order (7:05 PM): Matt welcomed members, reviewed restroom and exit locations, and
noted the meeting would conclude by 9:30 PM so the hall could be reset for the next day’s
activities.

2. Club Communications & Outreach
e Website & Facebook Launch

e Official website redesign is live. Members are encouraged to submit articles,
photographs, and recipes for publication.

e New Facebook page now active; content will be synchronized between platforms to
maximize reach.

e Radio & Print Advertising

e Two-week campaign ran on the Western Wheel’s local radio station and extended into
high-reach programming.

e Community Donation

e A $1,000 contribution was made to the Ecole Okotoks Junior High Outdoor Expedition
program for Grades 7—8. Club matching brought the total support to $3,000, funding
new backpacks, navigation kits, and safety gear.

3. WMU 2-12 Elk Management Issues
Background & Scope

e WMU 212 spans the rural areas south of Calgary—including Millarville, Priddis, and outskirts
of Okotoks—and extends west beyond Highway 2 toward the foothills.

e Aerial surveys have documented a population consistent from approximately 800 elk in 2008 to
an estimated 750 in 2020, with herd concentrations exceeding 200 animals near key road
corridors.

Human—Wildlife Conflict



e Agricultural Damage: Landowners report extensive crop losses (particularly in spring calving
and late-winter foraging windows) and repeated fence breaches, resulting in significant repair
costs for small-acreage farmers as well as large ranchers.

e Roadway Hazards: Herd movements across Highway 22 and adjacent secondary roads have
led to increased vehicle—elk collisions, creating both safety and liability concerns.

e Private-Land Hunting Access: While some landowners welcome limited-access hunts to help
control herds, many are reluctant to host limiting available hunting grounds just when localized
elk densities are highest.

Regulatory & Permit Challenges

o Tag Allocation Constraints: The current mix of archery, primitive-weapon, and general-season
tags has failed to keep pace with population growth. Hunter success rates remain under 20
percent in WMU 212.

Stakeholder Engagement & Next Steps

o Millarville Roundtable (Next Week): Convened by the Alberta Conservation Association,
bringing together landowners, provincial wildlife biologists, Fish & Wildlife officers, hunters’
association representatives, and municipal councilors.

e The results and recommendations from these stakeholder sessions will be shared with the club.
Potential Club-Led Initiatives

¢ Formal Resolutions: Draft and submit club resolutions to the Alberta Wildlife Federation
advocating for adaptive management—such as flexible tag reallocations and expanded harvest
windows—in WMU 212

4. Hunting Draw Season & Strategy

e Draw Opens Late June: Members are advised to consult the club’s “Hunting-Draw Strategies”
web guide, which compiles historical allocation data, subzone success rates, and priority-point
forecasting.

¢ Long-Term Planning: Given reduced tag pools in key hunting zones , members should
maintain annual applications to accrue points, even in less-favored weapon categories.

5. Regulatory Changes: Fishing & Hunting: Many of these positive changes are a
result of Alberta Wildlife Federation and affiliated club recommendations. The
AWF is working for you!

¢ Fishing



e Slot-limit revisions implemented on 27 lakes (including Crawling Valley and Clear
Lake) to promote sustainable harvests.

e Lifetime free licences now available for Canadian Armed Forces veterans.

e Walleye stocking elevated from 14 million to 40 million fry annually; trout hatchery
upgrades at Raven Hatchery to bolster near-shore populations.

e October deadline for member-led resolutions to the Alberta Wildlife Federation.

e Hunting
¢ Introduction of meat-only bear and cougar licences (no hide-retention requirement).
e Authorized use of leashed tracking dogs for wounded-game retrieval in fall seasons.

¢ Enhanced self-reporting harvest portals and hunter-experience surveys to inform future
regulations.

6. Jim Graham Park Stewardship

e Site Overview: 29 acres of riparian conservation land behind the Costco/Burnco complex
stewarded by the club since the 1980s.

e Current Concerns: discarded debris (mattresses, fencing), inadequate signage, and the
presence of sensitive leopard-frog habitat potentially restricting heavy use.

e Action Plan:

1. Form a volunteer subcommittee to inspect and document park conditions, then liaise
with Alberta Environment and the Town of Okotoks.

2. Pursue grants through the Alberta Conservation Association or municipal sources for
trail clearing, interpretive signage, fence repairs, and junior-high field-trip
collaborations.

8. Upcoming Events
1. Annual Banquet — Saturday, June 7

e 120 tickets available; member pre-sale ends this week (70 sold to date).

¢ Silent auction and raffle items requested, with emphasis on family-friendly and youth-
oriented gear.

2. Family Barbecue & Raffle Draw — Sunday, July 13 (1 PM-5 PM)
o Lakeside gathering with hot dogs, smokies, and social activities.

e Attendance capped at 60; members to RSVP online.



9. Adjournment
e Next Meeting: To be scheduled post-banquet, focusing on event debrief and fall planning.
¢ Adjourned: 9:30 PM

Minutes prepared by: James Litwin, Secretary
Approved by: Matt Zazula , President
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